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oo(l  Christian 

The  Bible  tells  us,  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  to  “Remember  the  days  of  old, 
consider  the  years  of  many  generations:  ask  thy  father,  and  he  will  shew  thee;  thy 
elders,  and  they  will  tell  thee."  In  fulfillment  of  that  injunction,  let  us  review,  briefly, 
the  more  than  two  hundred  years  of  history  we  Weisers  have  accumulated. 

THE  WEISER  LINEAGE 

1.  John  Conrad  Weiser,  the  earliest  Weiser  to  make  America  his  home,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  married  there  to  Anna  Magdalena  Ubelin,  who  died  in  1709. 
John  Conrad  then  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America,  landing  at  New  York, 
aboard  the  ship  Lyon  on  June  13,  1710.  He  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  1746. 

2.  Conrad  Weiser  was  born  on  No\  ember  2,  1696,  at  Wurttenberg,  Germany. 
He  came  to  America  with  his  father,  and  married  Ann  Eve  Feg  on  November  22, 
1720,  at  Weisersdorf  (now  Middleburgh ) ,  New  York.  She  was  born  on  Januarv 
25,  1700,  and  died  on  December  27,  1778.  Conrad  Weiser  died  at  Womelsdorf, 
Pennsylvania,  on  July  13,  1760.  They  are  both  buried  on  their  farm,  now  the 
Conrad  Weiser  Memorial  Park,  located  east  of  Womelsdorf. 

The  career  of  Conrad  Weiser  as  an  Indian  interpreter  and  his  connection  with 
important  events  in  Pennsylvania  and  national  history  are  related  completely  in 
the  latest,  and  most  authoritative,  of  his  biographies:  entitled  Conrad  Weiser,  Friend 
of  Colonist  and  Mohawk,  it  is  the  work  of  Paul  A.  W.  Wallace,  published  by  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  Press  in  19+5. 

3.  Philip  W  eiser,  Conrad’s  eldest  son,  was  born  September  7,  1722,  and  married 
November  22,  1748,  to  Sophia,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Riem.  Philip  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  Indian  affairs;  he  died  March  27,  1761,  and  was  buried  at  Wom¬ 
elsdorf. 

4.  Jabeth  W  eiser  was  born  July  3,  1753,  Womelsdorf,  and  married  about  1775 
to  Mary  Elizabeth  Wengert.  Jabeth  served  in  the  American  Revolution  as  a  private 
and  patriot  from  1777  to  1780  in  Captain  Womelsdorfs  Company  from  Berks  County: 
he  took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  June  22,  1778.  Jabeth  died  May  16,  1829,  at  Wom¬ 
elsdorf.  His  wife  was  born  September  18,  1754,  and  died  September  17,  1835.- 

5.  Henry  Solomon  Weiser,  commonly  known  as  Solomon  Weiser,  was  born  at 
Womelsdorf  on  February  14,  1786.  He  married  there  Elizabeth  Shaffer  on  June 
21,  1807.  In  1820,  according  to  family  tradition,  he  moved,  in  a  wagon  drawn  by 
two  oxen,  to  Mercersburg,  Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  mortally  wounded 
at  Mercersburg  on  March  29,  1860,  when  he  attempted  to  arrest  one  of  a  drunken 
gang  of  street  rioters. 

His  wife  was  born  February  16,  1791.  Following  his  death,  she  maintained  her 
home  in  Mercersburg  until  September,  1867,  when  she  sold  it,  and  went  to  Fort 
Louden  to  live  with  her  daughter,  Eliza  Snyder.  .Here  she  died  on  January  10,  1878. 
Solomon  and  Elizabeth  Weiser  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Jacob, 
John,  Daniel,  Samuel,  Jabetz,  George,  Reuben,  and  Eliza  Snyder,  Catharine  Burk¬ 
holder,  and  Rebecca  Burkholder. 

JACOB  WEISER 

The  Family  Bible  of  Jacob  Weiser  records  his  birth  on  January  15,  1808,  and 
gives  his  name  as  Jacob  Weiser.  The  Weiser  Family,  by  H.  M.  M.  Richards,  cites 
his  name  as  John  Jacob;  and  his  tombstone  in  the  Bendersville,  Pennsylvania,  ceme- 
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tery  gives  it  as  Jacob  S.  Weiser.  His  own  signature  is  either  “J.  Weiser”  or  “Jacob 
Weiser.” 

He  moved  with  his  father’s  family  to  Mercersburg,  where  he  doubtless  received 
his  education.  Later  in  life  he  set  out  on  his  own.  Two  traditions  have  been  handed 
down  concerning  his  earliest  occupation.  Miss  Dora  Protzeller,  one  of  his  grand¬ 
daughters,  has  heard  that  he  was  a  hostler  in  a  wealthy  Carlisle  family;  and  Samuel 
Weiser,  a  grandson,  remembers  hearing  of  his  grandfather’s  employment  by  Thaddeus 
Stevens  at  his  Caledonia  Furnace. 

Probably  during  the  early  1830’s  he  went  to  Pine  Grove  Furnace,  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  and  took  a  position  with  the  mining  company  there.  He  also  during 
these  years  met  Margaret  Tawzer,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  April  10,  1834,  as 
recorded  in  the  Family  Bible. 

THE  TAWZERS 

According  to  family  tradition,  recalled  by  Samuel  Weiser,  the  Tawzers  cleared 
land  in  northern  Adams  County.  John  Tawzer,  Margaret’s  father,  purchased  of  one 
Mathias  Saum  on  December  8,  1803,  property  in  Menallen  Township,  Adams  County, 
bordering  lands  of  Peter  Folk,  George  Dumb,  and  Mathias  Saum,  junior,  and  ex¬ 
tending  ‘to  the  pine  mountain.’  The  price  was  ‘76  pounds,  gold  or  silver.' 

There  is  a  tradition  among  some  of  the  Tawzers  that  he  was  a  captain  in 
the  English  navy;  at  any  rate  in  1800  he  and  his  wife  Mary  were  residents  of 
Dickinson  Township,  Cumberland  County.  By  1820  they  had  moved  to  Menallen 
Township,  and  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  Margaret  Tawzer  had  been  born  there  on 
April  18,  1816.  Unfortunately  a  complete  list  of  her  brothers  and  sisters  has  no: 
been  discovered;  it  is  known  that  there  were  George,  John,  Jeremiah,  Catharine. 
Margaret,  and  Barbara.  Catharine  was  the  sister  who  was  particularly  identified 
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with  Margaret’s  family.  She  was  horn  in  1014,  and  died  on  January  24,  1887,  at 
Wenksville,  Adams  County. 

Margaret  Weiser’s  parents  continued  to  live  on  the  Adams  County  farm  until 
their  deaths.  The“  mother  died  on  July  28,  1816,  aged  68  years,  6  months,  and  15 
days;  and  the  father  died  about  1850.  In  April  1851,  his  farm  was  sold  by  Sheriff 
William  Fickes  to  John  Tawzer,  junior. 

JACOB  WEISER  AT  PINE  GROVE  FURNACE 

In  the  late  1830's,  Jacob  Weiser  moved  his  small  family  to  Pine  Grove  Furnace; 
Margaret’s  brother  John,  also  employed  by  the  Company,  was  a  neighbor.  Here  were 
born  most  of  the  Weiser  children,  and  here  seven  of  them  grew  to  adulthood.  Some, 
if  not  all,  were  educated  in  a  private  school  held  in  the  mansion  of  the  Ironmaster. 

In  August,  1855,  diphtheria  came  to  Pine  Grove,  and  within  two  days  of  each 
other  William  Weiser,  aged  fourteen,  and  his  brother,  Jacob  Martin,  aged  six,  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  it. 

During  the  winter  of  1859-1860,  John  Weiser,  the  eldest  son,  went  away  to 
school.  On  November  10,  1859,  his  father  wrote  a  letter  to  him  with  the  news  from 
home.  It  is  undoubtedly  quite  typical  of  Pine  Grove  activities  during  these  years. 
A,  slightly  edited  version  follows: 

“Dear  son  .  .  .  we  are  all  at  present  well.  I  brought  Mary  home  on  the  next 
week  after  you  left  and  they  are  all  going  to  school  at  present  everything  is  going 
on  here  as  usual  the  furnace  not  yet  in  blast  and  the  pig  metal  is  getting  very 
small  the  coal  is  not  yet  all  in  the  colliers  are  ail  done  but  Hellar  the  bank  is  in 
good  order,  the  ditch  was  brought  aip  this  week  with  six  feet  of  a  face  over  the 
bottom  there  is  as  much  ore  out  now  as  (to)  make  200  tons  of  pigs  .  .  .” 

The  Civil  War  came,  and  John  enlisted  during  the  summer  of  1862.  His  let- 
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ters  home  have  been  preserved,  and  many  pages  could  be  filled  with  interesting 
quotations  from  them.  On  October  25,  1862,  for  instance,  he  wrote, 

“Matts  wrote  to  me  that  Pap  was  doing  Picket  duty  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Bendersville  that  was  all  right  as  long  as  it  is  so  near  home  but  would  advise  you 
not  to  go  any  farther  if  they  make  another  raid.” 

Miss  Dora  Protzeller  recalls  other- Civil  War  incidents,  as  she  heard  them  told 
by  her  mother,  Sarah  Weiser  Protzeller: 

“A  company  of  Union  soldieis,  becoming  detached  from  their  regiment,  came 
down  through  the  valley.  Grandmother  had  just  taken  a  baking  of  bread,  consist¬ 
ing  of  eight  or  ten  loaves,  from  the  bake  oven.  The  onions  in  the  garden  were  just 
ready  to  eat,  so  within  a  few  minutes  all  the  bread  and  onions  had  been  devoured. 

“The  commander  ordered  a  barrel  of  flour,  sugar,  and  all  the  necessary  in¬ 
gredients  to  bake  ‘flap  jacks’  sent  to  the  house,  and  several  men  took  possession 
of  the  kitchen  and  baked  these  cakes  until  the  commissary  kitchen  arrived. 

“I  often  heard  mother  tell  that  two  generals  were  lodged  in  their  home.  One 
was  sick  at  the  time,  and  no  one  was  allowed  to  come  into  the  house  until  they 
were  identified. 

“Grandfather  acted  somewhat  like  a  spy.  He  pretended  to  be  a  doctor  and  would 
ride  over  the  countryside  seeking  what  information  he  could  get.  One  night,  coming 
back  very  late,  he  was  not  allowed  in  his  own  home  until  grandmother  identified 
him.” 

By  the  time  the  census  taker  called  in  1870,  only  four  of  the  family  remained 
at  home.  In  another  household,  near  the  parents,  John  and  Alice  Weiser  lived.  Miss 
Maggie  was  a  teacher  in  the  Pine  Grove  school,  and  Sarah  and  Fanny  were  two 
of  the  students.  Catharine  Tawzer,  an  aunt,  was  also  a  member  of  the  household. 

She  later  moved  to  Wenksville,  and  she  is  remembered  by  Mrs.  Bessie  Weiser 
Strode  during  those  days:  “She  lived  with  a  family  and  helped  with  the  housework 
on  a  farm.  She  looked  somewhat  like  my  grandmother,  only  much  thinner,  and 
wore  very  tight  stays,  making  her  waist  very  small,  and  full  skirts.  My  grandmother 
scolded  her,  said  it  was  hard  on  her  health.” 

In  the  mines,  Jacob  was  superintendent  or  foreman.  Mrs.  Strode  continues:  “He 
had  men  in  the  mountain,  chopping  wood  to  make  pits  to  burn  charcoal,  and 
hauled  into  the  furnace  by  four  horse  wagons.  He  took  tons  and  tons  of  ore  from 
the  mine  where  you  see  Fuller  Lake.  They  made  tons  of  iron  in  that  furnace,  and 
lots  of  money  for  the  Company.  Fie  tried  to  keep  everything  prosperous  and  peace¬ 
ful. 

“I  remember  Aunt  Mag  saying  how  good  he  was  to  his  men,  not  allowing  them 
to  work  in  mud  or  water  without  good  rubber  boots.  If  they  didn’t  have  a  pair,  he 
would  go  to  the  store,  and  buy  them  one.” 

Another  grandchild,  Samuel  Weiser,  supplements  the  account:  “Grandpa  rode 
from  his  office  to  the  forge,  to  Laurel  Forge,  to  the  ore  banks,  and  to  the  charcoal 
pits  in  daily  trips.  Many’s  the  time  he  came  and  got  me  to  ride  over  the  mountain 
trails  with  him.” 

Jacob  Weiser  was  also  an  active  layman  in  the  church.  In  the  late  1860’s,  he 
collected  money  for  the  Methodist  chapel,  which  was  erected  in  1870.  Originally 
a  Lutheran,  he  had  become  a  Methodist  when  he  moved  to  Pine  Grove  Furnace. 
The  infrequent  itinerant  preachers  who  stopped  for  six  to  eight  weeks  at  the  chapel 
boarded  with  the  Weisers. 

Samuel  Weiser  recalls  his  grandfather’s  connection  with  the  church:  “When- 
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Pine  Grove  Furnace  In  1883 


ever  Grandfather  talked  to  us  children,  it  was  about  religion.  He  was  a  great 
church  man. 

“On  a  Sunday  morning  when  shifts  were  changed  at  the  ore  banks,  he  used 
to  get  on  his  big  black  riding  horse  Nellie  and  go  around  among  the  employees  and 
tell  them  to  come  to  church.  He  then  would  go  to  church  a  little  earlier  than  the 
rest  of  us,  and  if  the  employees  did  not  show  up,  he  would  get  on  his  horse  and  go 
to  the  various  homes  and  remind  them  again  to  come. 

“If  no  preacher  was  there,  he  himself  would  fill  the  pulpit.  I  have  attended 
church  and  Sunday  School  when  Grandpa  did  the  preaching:  and  he  could  preach 
a  powerful  sermon  with  his  strong,  deep,  frog-like  voice.” 

In  June,  1872,  Cooke  Township  was  formed,  embracing  the  area  occupied  by 
the  iron  works.  On  April  15,  1873,  Jacob  VVeiser  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
As  a  leader  in  the  village,  he  was  called  upon  to  settle  many  matters.  On  one 
occasion,  April  5,  1875,  he  was  the  means  of  transferring  a  piece  of  land  between 
Daniel  Leeper  and  Nancy  Leeper,  his  wife. 

When  a  picnic  park  was  opened  south  of  the  village,  Jacob  VVeiser  had  a  spring 
piped  through  a  hollow  tree  into  the  park.  The  grateful  officials  named  it  Weiser’s 
Spring  in  his  honor. 

Jacob  VVeiser  died  April  17,  1883.  The  events  leading  up  to  his  death  are  re¬ 
called  by  Samuel  VVeiser,  a  grandson: 

“He  died  of  cancer.  He  was  out  in  the  mountain  and  tore  his  thumb  on  a  briar. 
He  did  not  pay  much  account  of  it,  and  it  developed  so  that  he  had  to  have  his  left 
arm  taken  off.  It  finally  reached  his  heart,  and  he  died  early  one  morning  with 
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John  S.  Weiser  and  Alice  Ada  Haus  on 
Their  Wedding  Day,  January  IS,  1865 


Samuel  H.  Weiser 
Reading  Railroad  Engineer 


John  S.  Weiser 
Ida  Grove  Merchant 
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his  family  around  him.  There  were  services  in  the  Pine  Grove  chapel,  and  at  Ben- 
dersville,  where  he  was  buried.” 

The  Carlisle  Daily  Evening  Sentinel.  April  20,  1883,  commented  in  part, 
“  Squire  Weiser  was  connected  with  every  event  of  importance  in  Pine  Grove  for 
the  last  fifty  years;  was  a  good  Christian  man;  and  his  death  will  be  deeply  felt 
by  the  citizens  of  Pine  Grove.” 

He  left  a  will  by  which  he  bequeathed  all  his  possessions  to  his  wife  Margaret. 

DAYS  OF  WIDOWHOOD 

Following  her  husband’s  death,  Margaret  Weiser  continued  to  occupy  the  log 
homestead  which  had  been  the  family’s  home  for  many  years.  She  is  remembered 
by  her  family  and  neighbors  as  she  went  about  her  daily  work,  occasionally  visiting 
the  sick  with  her  medical  case  until  a  doctor  could  be  brought  the  six  miles  over  the 
mountain. 

William  Weiser,  a  grandson,  remembers  her  garden  in  front  of  her  home,  and 
of  going  early  in  the  morning  to  get  the  ripe  tomatoes  with  dew  still  on  them  for 
a  morning  snack.  Bessie  Weiser  Strode  remembers  the  delicious  cream  pies  she  would 
make: 

“She  made  a  rich  pastry,  lined  her  pie  plate,  and  baked  it.  Then  she  went  to 
her  spring  house,  got  good  yellow  cream,  beat  it  up  stiff,  with  vanilla  for  flavor 
and  a  little  sugar  to  sweeten.  She  filled  the  crust  with  that  and  dotted  the  top  with 
currant  jelly. 

“Every  April  for  a  number  of  years,  Jay  Cooke  and  his  rich  friends  came  to 
Pine  Grove  to  fish  for  trout.  They  stopped  at  the  big  house  for  a  few  days,  and 
Aunt  Mag  and  my  grandmother  cooked  a  big  dinner  in  the  evening  when  they  came 
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in  from  fishing.  They  had  everything  from  soup  to  nuts.  Jay  Cooke  sa  d  he  never 
ate  such  food:  and  the  men  agreed  they  would  come  for  the  food  even  if  they  didn't 
catch  any  fish.” 

Anna  Weiser  Zimmerman,  a  granddaughter,  recalls  the  earliest  days  of  the  ill¬ 
ness  which  eventually  caused  her  grandmother’s  death:  “I  was  not  too  old  when 
my  mother  died.  She  died  in  May,  1893.  That  fall  my  father  sent  me  up  to  Pin;* 
Grove  to  stay  with  Grandmother  and  Aunt  Mag.  My  grandmother  had  had  a  stroke, 
and  was  in  bed  all  the  time.  She  used  to  get  me  ud  on  her  bed  to  sing  to  her.” 

Two  later  strokes  weakened  the  grandmother  and  her  death  occurred  w’ithin 
four  days  of  her  eightieth  birthday.  According  to  a  record  in  the  court  house  in 
Carlisle,  she  died  at  8:30  p.m.  on  April  14,  1896,  at  Pine  Grove  Furnace.  She  was 
buried  several  days  later  at  Bendersville,  accord  ng  to  her  wishes. 

Sh,e  left  a  will  in  wdiich  she  gave  all  her  possessions  to  her  “single  daughter, 
now  at  home,  Margaret  Catharine  Weiser,  as  a  reward  for  faithfulness  in  taking 
care  of  me  during  all  these  many  months  of  illness.” 

Miss  Maggie  Weiser,  as  she  was  known  in  Pine  Grove,  lived  in  the  old  home¬ 
stead  until  1922;  in  1931  she  left  Pine  Grove  Furnace.  She  had  been  the  only  one 
of  the  family  to  remain  in  the  village. 

THE  CHILDREN 

Jacob  and  Margaret  Weiser  were  blessed  with  the  following  children: 

1.  Ann  Eliza  Weiser,  born  August  1  1,  1834,  died  March  9,  1837. 

2.  John  Solomon  Weiser,  born  in  Adams  County  on  March  28,  1836.  He  was 
employed  at  Pine  Giove  Furnace,  and  on  July  25,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
130  Battalion,  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  At  the  end  of  this  term  he  entered  the  signal 
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corps  for  nine  months,  and  on  February  26,  1864,  he  entered  Company  K,  22 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  He  was  discharged,  following  his  resignation,  on  June  8, 
1865.  He  married  Alice  Ada  Haus  on  January  19,  1865,  Greencastle,  Pennsylvania. 
They  lived  in  Chambersburg,  Pine  Grove  Furnace,  and  Harrisburg,  before  they 
moved  to  Ida  County,  Iowa,  in  1883.  In  1893  they  moved  into  the  village  of  Ida 
Grove,  and  h>s  first  wife  died  there,  March  3,  1893.  July  4,  1894,  he  married  Anna 
Mary  Haus,  who  died  in  1896.  Fie  married  Mrs.  Carrie  Eddie  at  Lowville,  New 
York,  on  May  28,  1902.  Fie  held  charter  memberships  in  the  local  G.A.R.  and  the 
Masonic  lodge.  His  death  occurred  March  9,  1903,  one  week  after  his  sister  Fannie 
and  her  family  had  arrived  to  make  Ida  Grove  their  home.  As  a  token  of  respect, 
the  business  houses  of  Ida  Grove  remained  closed  during  his  funeral.  He  was  buried 
in  Ida  Grove. 

3.  Jane  Louisa  Weiser,  born  March  27,  1838,  died  August  12,  1840. 

4.  William  Weakley  Weiser,  born  July  22,  1841,  at  Pine  Grove  Furnace,  and 
died  there,  August  20,  1855. 

5.  Mary  Elizabeth  Weiser,  born  at  Pine  Grove  Furnace,  March  10,  1843.  She 
married  James  Smith  on  December  3,  1863,  at  Carlisle,  and  they  moved  to  Harris¬ 
burg  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  He  was  an  ironworker,  and  they  at¬ 
tended  the  Methodist  Church.  She  died  on  January  4,  1910,  at  Harrisburg,  where 
she  was  buried. 

6.  Martha  Ellen  Weiser  was  born  at  Pine  Grove  Furnace,  February  1,  1845, 
and  married  to  Levi  Blessley  on  December  5,  1867,  at  Carlisle.  Fie  was  the  boss 
shearsman  at  Bailey's  Mill  in  Harrisburg,  where  they  lived.  They  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  died  May  17,  1915,  at  Flarrisburg,  and  was  buried 
there. 
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7.  Margaret  Catharine  Weiser,  born  at  Pine  Grove  Furnace,'  April  1,  1847. 
She  taught  school  in  Pine  Grove,  and  later  cared  for  her  mother.  She  occupied 
the  log  homestead  until  1922,  when  she  moved  to  another  home  in  Pine  Grove: 
in  1931,  she  went  to  live  with  her  niece,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Strode,  in  Coatesville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  She  died  there  on  March  3,  1933.  She  was  loved  and  respected  by  her 
neighbors  in  Pine  Grove  Furnace:  and  as  a  token  of  their  esteem  for  her.  they  made 
a  wreath  of  mountain  laurel  and  pine  for  her  funeral.  She  was  buried  in  the  family 
lot  at  Bendersville. 


8.  Jacob  Martin  Weiser,  born  January  14,  1849,  Pine  Grove  Furnace,  died 
there  August  22,  1855. 


9.  Samuel  Henry  Weiser,  born  July  1,  1851,  Pine  Grove  Furnace  About  the 
age  of  twenty  he  became  a  puddler  at  the  old  Harrisburg  Foundry  and  Puddling 
Mills.  He  married  Rachel  Kline  in  Harrisburg  on  February  2,  1873.  About  1874  he 
returned  to  Pine  Grove  Furnace,  and  began  working  with  the  South  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  as  a  fireman.  Twenty-two  months  later,  he  became  an  engineer,  and  in  1883 
he  took  the  same  position  with  the  Gettysburg  and  Harrisburg  Railroad.  In  that 
capacity,  he  piloted  the  first  regular  run  on  this  line  out  of  Gettysburg  on  the 
morning  of  April  21,  1884;  on  the  return  trip  he  moved  his  family  to  Gettysburg. 
His  wife  died  there,  May  23,  1893,  and  he  married  Catharine  Mullin  on  January 
27,  1897,  at  Gettysburg.  He  moved  to  Carlisle  in  1900,  and  in  1904  purchased  a 
small  farm  of  fifty-one  acres  in  Dickinson  Township,  Cumberland  County,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death.  He  retired  in  1916  with  over  forty  years  of  service  in  railroad¬ 
ing.  He  was  named  Secretary  of  the  Gettysburg  Corps  of  the  Salvation  Army  on 
December  6,  1886.  His  death  occurred  on  his  farm,  March  5,  1930,  and  he  was 
buried  at  Bendersville. 
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10.  Sarah  Adal'ne  Weiser,  born  December  20,  1853.  As  a  young  girl,  she 
went  to  Harrisburg  to  live  with  her  sister  Mary;  and  here  she  learned  the  dress¬ 
making  trade.  On  December  24,  1878,  she  married  Louis  Protzeller,  the  master 
mechanic  at  Pine  Grove.  They  moved  to  Hokendauqua,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  held 
the  same  position.  In  1905  they  moved  into  a  newly  built  home  in  Catasauqua, 
Pennsylvania,  which  she  and  her  family  designed.  Following  her  husband's  death 
she  moved  to  Allentown  where  she  lived  until  she  died,  November  2,  1940.  She 
was  a  devout  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  buried  at  Mickleys,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

11.  Julia  Weiser,  born  March  22,  1856,  d:ed  January  24,  1857. 

12.  Amanda  Frances  W'eiser,  born  April  26,  1858,  Pine  Grove  Furnace.  She 
married  John  Woolridge  on  October  12,  1879.  They  lived  in  Mount  Holly  Springs, 
Gettysburg,  and  Carlisle,  prior  to  moving  to  Ida  County,  Iowa,  in  March,  1903. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  carpenter  there.  In  February,  1917,  she  moved  into  the  village 
of  Ida  Grove,  where  she  died  on  April  23,  1917.  She  was  buried  in  Ida  Grove. 
She  and  her  family  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

THE  FAMILY  REUNION 

The  reunion  of  the  descendants  ot  Jacob  and  Margaret  Tawzer  Weiser  was 
held  at  Pine  Grove  Furnace,  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  Sunday,  June 
29,  1952.  A  picnic  lunch  was  spread  in  the  shadow  of  the  furnace  stack,  and  the 
blessing  was  ofTered  by  Mrs.  Bersie  Weiser  Strode.  An  unexpected  treat  came  during 
the  afternoon  when  Miss  Ruth  Hemminger,  occupant  of  the  old  Weiser  homestead, 
opened  it  for  the  guests. 

Those  in  attendance  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LeRoy  Entrekin  (Ruth  Strode)  and 
Elizabeth,  Coatesvillc,  Pa.:  Mrs  Isaiah  Haines  (Margaret  Strode),  New  Lisbon,  New 
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Jersey;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  A.  Hoke  (Marie  Weiser),  Dawn,  Randall,  and  Lois, 
Rexmont,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Floyd  Lohafer  (Ida  Mary  Woolridge)  and  Michael,  Sac  City, 
Iowa;  Miss  Dora  Protzeller,  Allentown,  Pa.:  Mrs.  Charles  Strode  (Bessie  Weiser), 
Coatesville:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  K.  Weiser,  Frederick  and  Harriette,  Glen  Ellyn, 
Illinois;  Mrs.  Frederick  P.  Weiser  I,  Frederick  III,  and  Jerry,  Lebanon,  Pa.;  Mr. 
J.  M.  Weiser,  Springfield,  Pa.:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  W7eiser,  Lynn,  Sandra,  and 
Douglas,  Harrisburg,  Pa.:  Mrs.  Mark  Everett  Weiser  I,  Gardners,  Pa.:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mark  E.  Weiser  II,  Mark  E.  Ill,  Conrad,  and  Timothy,  York  Springs,  Pa.: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  A.  Weiser,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Weiser, 
Gettysburg,  Pa.:  Mr.  William  Weiser,  Lemoyne,  Pa.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  L.  Wool¬ 
ridge,  Ida  Grove,  Iowa;  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Zimmerman  (Anna  Wreiser),  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

This  booklet  is  offered  as  a  souvenir  of  the  reunion  and  as  a  record  of  family 
history  and  album  of  family  photographs.  Acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  following 
persons  for  financial  aid  for  this  booklet:  Mr.  Levi  F.  Blessley,  Etters,  Pa.:  Mrc 
Marcus  Lindsay  (widow  of  the  late  Paul  Weiser),  Santa  Paula,  California:  Mrs. 
Alice  A.  Osborn,  Hyattsville,  Maryland:  Miss  Dora  E.  Protzeller;  Mrs.  Charles 
Strode;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Weiser:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  W'eiser;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  W’eiser;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  L.  Woolridge;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Zini- 
merman. 

In  addition  to  those  already  named,  the  following  deserve  thanks  for  supplying 
material  and  photographs  for  use  in  the  booklet:  Mrs.  John  Clark,  Hyattsville,  Marv- 
land;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Clippinger,  Harrisburg,  Pa.:  Mr.  Bruce  Marks,  Harrisburg,  Pa.: 
Mrs.  Della  Minichan,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Helen  C.  Nell,  Harrisburg,  Pa.:  Miss 
Harriet  Snyder,  Greencastle,  Pa.;  Mr.  George  A.  Stouffer,  Mercersburg,  Pa.:  and 
Mr.  W.  E.  Tawzer,  Glenshaw,  Pa. 

Additional  copies  of  the  booklet  may  be  obtained  from  the  compiler,  Frederick 
S.  W'eiser,  682  Oak  Street,  Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois.  The  price  is  $1.00. 
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